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1
Isaiah 40.4-8

Hebrews 11.13-16, 39-40 

Luke 1.68-75

Advent Past
Wating for Messsiah

Creation’s Frailty



Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain.

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, 

hfor the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?”

All flesh is grass, 
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.

The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the Lord blows on it; 

surely the people are grass.

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever. 

Isaiah 40.4-8

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and 
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles 
on the earth. For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have 
had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was prom-
ised, since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not 

be made perfect.

Hebrews 11.13-16, 39-40 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for he has visited and redeemed his people 
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

in the house of his servant David, 
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 

that we should be saved from our enemies 
and from the hand of all who hate us; 

to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
and to remember his holy covenant, 

the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 
in holiness and righteousness before him wall our days.

Luke 1.68-75



Reflections Waiting for Messiah

Q Where has God met you during times of difficulty and pain?. 



Q How might God be inviting you into places of frailty and weaknesses as 
    spaces to meet Him?



2
Galatians 4.4-5

Romans 5.1-8

Colossians 1.19-20

Advent Present
Receiving God with Us

Human Worth



But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as sons. 

Galatians 4.4-5

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice 
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will 
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even 
to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Romans 5.1-8

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to well, and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

Colossians 1.19-20



Reflections Human Worth

QDo you regard yourself in a way that reflects the value that God places on you?



Q How might your life be different if you saw yourself how God sees you – as   
             the reason He came to earth?



3
James 5.7-8

Romans 8.18-25

Psalm 130.5-6

2 Timothy 4.8

Philipians 3.20-21

Isaiah 25.6-9

Advent Future
Longing for the Returning King

Divine Hope



Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for 
the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the 
late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.  

James5.7-8

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For 
we know that the whole creation thas been groaning together in the pains of childbirth 
until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 

for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we await for it with patience. 

Romans 8.18-25

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
and in his word I hope; 

my soul waits for the Lord 
more than nwatchmen for othe morning,

more than watchmen for the morning.

Psalm 130.5-6



Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who 

have loved his appearing.

2 Timothy 4.8

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables 

him even to subject all things to himself.

Philipians 3.20-21

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.

And he will swallow up son this mountain 
the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
uthe veil that is spread over all nations.

He will swallow up death forever; 
and wthe Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, 

and xthe reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
for the Lord has spoken.

It will be said on that day, 
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 

This is the Lord; we have waited for him; 
alet us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

Isaiah 25.6-9



Reflections Divine Hope

QWhat would be different about your life if you continually lived in anticipation  
            of Jesus’ return?



Q Are you confident that God’s Story – and your story as a part of it – will end  
             well? Are you truly confident that “all shall be well”?
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